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ARMAS & MARGARET SEPPONEN 
RIBBONS OF MEMORY 

INTERVIEWED BY EDWARD F, & GARIDETH SUNDBERG 

FEBRUARY 17, 1979 

AMERICAN- SCANDINAVIAN ETHNIC HERITAGE 
ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM 


"Would you please give us your full name?" 

Armas Theodore Sepponen. 

"When and where were you born?" 

I was born in Oakland, California, December 7, 1910, 

"What were the names of your parents and the grandparents 

YOU REMEMBER?" 

My father's name was Karl Amol Sepponen, His name was 

. At THE TIME HE CHANGED HIS NAME TO , , , , 

AFTER HE LEFT FINLAND BUT HIS NAME WAS SEPPONEN, 

My mother's name is Senja Katrina Sepponen and her maiden 

NAME WAS NlSULA. 

"Did they come from Finland?" 

Yes.. Finland in the , , , . , area, 

"Do YOU KNOW THE NAMES OF ANY OF YOUR GRANDPARENTS?" 

No, just Sepponen and Nisula, that's all I know, 



"Were you ever told how your parents came to the United 
States?" 

No, just to seek their fortune and better work conditions, 
Like a lot of finns just left for a better life, 

"Were they married in Finland?" 

No, THEY MET IN BUTTE, MONTANA AND MARRIED THERE, 

"Did they know each other in Finland?" 

No, 

"Do YOU KNOW HOW YOUR MOTHER AND FATHER CAME TO THE UNITED 

States, what route they followed?" 

My father left Finland around 1900 and came into Canada 
first. Then he emigrated to the United States. Mother 
came to New York in 1905 and eventually they met around 
1908 or 1909, in the Montana area, 

"What ever attracted both of them to Montana?" 

Well, my dad roamed around for awhile doing lumber work 

AND MINING AND THEN HE WORKED THE MINES AROUND BUTTE, 

Montana, Mom went to work at different places as typical 

HOUSE MAID OR COOK, THEN SHE WOUND UP IN MONTANA AS THE 
BOARDING HOUSE COOK, THAT'S WHERE THEY MET, 

"Did they stay in Montana after they were married?" 

For awhile,. They were married in Montana in 1909 and 


- 2 - 



moved to California where I was born in 1910, 

"May I just interrupt a little bit, what kind of schooling 
or training did your parents have in Finland?" 

The average schooling through elementary and whatever they 

HAD BEYOND ELEMENTARY. WAS KIND OF A 

COMBINATION OF REGULAR SCHOOL AND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL, SO THEY 
HAD SOME EXTRA SCHOOLING BEYOND ELEMENTARY, 

"Did THEY HAVE ANY TRAINING OR JOBS BEFORE THEY CAME HERE?" 

I DON'T THINK SO. Mom NEVER MENTIONED DOING ANY EDUCATION 
OR TRADE BEFORE SHE CAME AND DAD PROBABLY JUST DID RANCHING, 

"Did THEY EVER SAY ANYTHING ABOUT HOW THEIR PEOPLE FELT WHEN 
THEY LEFT THE OLD COUNTRY, THE PEOPLE WHO WERE LEFT BEHIND?" 

Well, no, they never elaborated on feeling, just the usual, 

SORRY TO GO BUT THEY WERE GOING, 

"There was no objection from the parents?" 

No, They just up and left. 

"Had any of the family come to the United States or to 
Canada before your parents left?" 

No, NOT THAT I KNOW OF. 

"They were the first of the family to come?" 

Yes, Dad was the oldest and of course he came, but none 
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OF HIS OTHER RELATIVES CAME AHEAD OF HIM OR WITH OR DURING 
THAT TIME. flOM, THE SAME WAY, 

"Did ANY OF THEM EVER FOLLOW? WERE THERE ANY OTHERS IN THE 
FAMILY WHO CAME?" 

Later on, my dad's little sister came to California, Mom, 

IN LATER YEARS, HAD A BROTHER WHO CAME TO CANADA, THAT'S 
ALL .I KNOW OF, 

"HOW DID THEY LEARN TO SPEAK ENGLISH IF THEY TOLD YOU?" 

They never told, they just learned from someone else, 

COMMUNICATING WITH PEOPLE AS THEY WORKED AND LIVED, AND SO 
FORTH. 

"Did THEY EVER TELL YOU OF ANY OF THE HUMOROUS SITUATIONS 
THEY GOT INTO?" 

"Or not so humorous, because they couldn't speak English?" 

I don't RECALL, I MIGHT THINK ABOUT IT LATER, I DON'T RECALL 
ANY SPECIAL HUMOROUS OR UNUSUAL BECAUSE OF THEIR LANGUAGE 
OR LACK OF UNDERSTANDING, I CAN'T THINK OF ANY RIGHT NOW. 

"Did THEY EVER GO TO SCHOOL IN THE UNITED STATES, TOOK ANY 
EDUCATION OF ANY KIND?" 

I THINK THEY TOOK SOME TRAINING, ESPECIALLY TO GET THEIR 
CITIZENSHIP PAPERS, No, THEY DIDN'T REALLY GO TO A SCHOOL 
AS SUCH, 


~ 4 - 



"They did become citizens?" 


Yes, They studied to get their citizenship papers, 

"After the family settled in Oakland and you were born, 

WHAT WAS YOUR FATHER'S WORK THERE?" 

He WORKED IN THE SHIPYARD AS A CARPENTER, He WANTED TO GET 
OUT OF THE MINES BECAUSE HE REALIZED THAT WAS A VERY GOOD 
OCCUPATION. He WORKED AS A LUMBERJACK IN THE LUMBER MILLS 
FOR AWHILE BUT WHEN THEY CAME TO OAKLAND HIS FIRST BIG JOB 
WAS IN THE SHIPYARD AS A CARPENTER, A ROUGH CARPENTER. THAT 
WAS HIS TRADE FROM THEN ON, 

"Did YOUR MOTHER ever tell you about any of her work in the 
Finn boarding house?" 

Yes, she was a cook in the big lumber mining camp as a main 
COOK back in these big lumber boarding houses and that's 

WHERE THEY MET. THERE WAS ONE INTERESTING EPISODE, MOM 
MADE, I BELIEVE IT WAS DONUTS, AND HIS FIRST REMARK WAS, 

"These are tough," 

"How MANY MEN LIVED IN THAT BOARDING HOUSE?" 

I DON'T RECALL BUT SHE SAID SHE ALWAYS WORKED WITH SEVERAL 
COOKS SO IT WAS A GOOD-SIZED CAMP, 

"DO YOU KNOW HOW SHE FOUND THAT CAMP?" 

I don't KNOW, 
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"After your folks were settled in Oakland and you were 

BORNj WHAT KIND OF A HOUSE DID YOU GROW UP IN, CAN YOU 
DESCRIBE THAT?" 

My DAD BUILT HIS OWN, LITTLE HOME, It WAS PROBABLY, AT FIRST, 
A SINGLE BEDROOM COTTAGE, BUT HE ADDED ON ANOTHER BEDROOM, 

The house still stands after all these years, The house 
WAS BUILT IN, let's SEE, I REMEMBER ABOUT 1905 OR 1906 HE 
WAS BUILDING THE HOUSE WAY OUT IN THE BOONDOCKS OF OAKLAND, 
WHICH IS CLOSE TO THE OAKLAND AIRPORT NOW. 

"Did HE DESIGN THE HOUSE?" 

Well, I suppose so, it was simple, the usual type house, 

"Did your mother ever augment the family income after she 

BECAME A MARRIED WOMAN?" 

No, JUST A HOMEMAKER AND MOTHER, 

"Did SHE HAVE ANY SPECIAL HOME ARTS OR CRAFTS?" 

NO, SHE WAS AN EXCELLENT COOK AND PREPARED AND MADE HER OWN 
CLOTHES FOR HER FAMILY AND HERSELF, If YOU REFERRING TO 
PAINTING OR THAT TYPE OF WORK, NO, 

"Also crocheting, knitting, that kind of thing?" 

Yes, when she had time, she did some knitting, I remember 

HER MAKING THE RAG RUGS, SEVERAL TIMES SHE WOULD BORROW 
A LOOM, NOT VERY OFTEN. SHE USUALLY COLLECTED THE RAGS 
AND SOMEBODY ELSE MADE THEM BUT SHE DID DO THAT TYPE OF 
WORK, 
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"Did your parents speak Finnish at home?" 

Yes, It's funny, when I started school they wanted to 

LEARN MORE ENGLISH SO THEY INSISTED WE TALK ENGLISH AT HOME, 
SO THAT THEY COULD LEARN ENGLISH BETTER, My FINNISH 
EVAPORATED, A LITTLE, 

"So you spoke Finnish before you went to school?" 

Yes, but it was just a simple, like Roy Ruhkala said, 
the old Finnish we used and some of the words we don't 

EVEN UNDERSTAND ANY MORE, BUT ANYWAY, I DID NOT SPEAK 

Finnish too well in my younger days but just got by, and 

LITTLE BY LITTLE, MORE ENGLISH WAS SPOKEN IN THE HOME. 

"DO YOU RECALL ANY OF THE FINNISH THAT WAS SPOKEN IN YOUR 
HOME, MAYBE THROUGH A FORM OF PRAYER OR SOME SAYING?" 


No. 


"Could you say anything in Finnish for me?" 

Well, let me think, after a while, 

"Okay, we'll go back to that," 

"Do YOU REMEMBER ANY FINNISH BOOKS OR MAGAZINES, NEWSPAPERS?" 

Yes, we would get several newspapers, like . , , , . . 

it's usually a working man's newspaper, no social, not 
EXACTLY IWW BUT IT WAS USED FOR THE WORKING MAN. Mom, IF 
I RECALL, DID GET SOME KIND OF A LITTLE FINN PAPER THAT WAS 
PREDOMINANTLY FOR THE LADIES, 
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"YOU SPOKE OF YOUR FATHER AS A WORKING MAN WHO WAS A 
CARPENTER IN THE SHIPYARD, DlD HE HAVE TO BE INVOLVED 
OR WAS HE INVOLVED IN ANY OF THE UNION WORK? It MUST-HAVE 
BEEN AT THE TIME WHEN THAT WAS FORMING," 

YeS,-WELL IN THE EARLY PART OF THE SHIPYARDS, I DON'T KNOW, 

Later on, when we moved to the Sacramento area is when he 

JOINED THE carpenter's UNION AND HE WAS A FULL-FLEDGED 

Finnish carpenter, So he did join the union and he was a 
REAL, 100% UNION MAN, 

"Where would they have called home, what town?" 

Well, Citrus Heights, which is a suburb of Sacramento, 
would be home for many years, I don't think you call 
Sacramento, well really, until later on when dad had a 

HEART ATTACK, AND RECOVERED, SO THEY FINALLY SOLD THEIR 
RANCH AND MOVED INTO SACRAMENTO SO, I GUESS, THEN SACRA¬ 
MENTO WOULD BE THEIR HOME FOR THE LATER YEARS, 

"YOU SAID RANCH. So HE WENT FROM BEING A MINER TO BEING A 
ship's CARPENTER, TO A RANCH?" 

Well, I'll put it this way, he was a carpenter, 0n account 
of mother's health, the doctor suggested leaving the bay 

AREA TO GO WHERE IT WAS A DRIER CLIMATE SO THEY INVESTIGATED 
THE TERRITORY AROUND FRESNO, DRY COUNTRY REALLY, AND THEY 
INVESTIGATED THE AREA AROUND SACRAMENTO AND FOUND THAT THE 
CLIMATE WAS MUCH BETTER FOR HER BRONCHIAL PROBLEMS, SO THEY 
BOUGHT THIS, LITTLE 10 ACRE RANCH AND IT HAD THE TYPICAL 
FAMILY ORCHARD, PEACHES, APPLES CHERRIES, WHATEVER! A COW 
AND A HORSE, THE USUAL PIGEONS, PIGS AND CHICKENS, QUITE 
A FEW CHICKENS SO HE HAD A RANCH, YOU HAD TO WORK OUT AND 
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MAINTAIN IT AND EARN A LIVING, 


"About what year did he go out to the ranch?" 

Well, let's see, he lived before 1910 in Oakland, let's 
see, 1915, about 1920. They got this ranch and dad built 
HIS one, little home on this ranch, 

"How LARGE a family were you?" 

Just my brother and I, only two, 

"What is your brother's name?" 

Karl, same as my dad, but his middle name is Max, So there 
were two of us, He is a veterinarian, 

"In Citrus Heights, were there other Finns your parents 

COULD ASSOCIATE WITH?" 

There were three or four other families scattered out. 
Weren't many around there at all, Most of the Finns were 
eight or ten miles north in Rocklin, There were a few 
scattered around Sacramento, In the early days, in the 
Citrus Heights area there were very few Finns, 

"What was Finnish about your home?" 

Oh, the usual, the old fashioned rag rug on the floor, 

PICTURES OR’PAINTINGS THAT CAME FROM FINLAND, THE BUTTER¬ 
MILK CHURN, THE TYPE THAT YOU CRANKED, THE ONE THAT GOES 
UP AND DOWN, THE EVER-LASTING COFFEE POT ON THE STOVE THAT 
NEVER GOT COLD, My DAD DIDN'T DRINK MUCH COFFEE IN THE 
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EARLY PART OF THE MARRIAGE, AS FAR AS I REMEMBER, My MOM, 

SHE WAS THE COFFEE DRINKER, 

"What about, up in the Citrus Heights area. What were the 

OTHER PEOPLE? THERE WERE NOT MANY FlNNS, YOU SAID." 

No, THERE WAS MAYBE ONE, TWO, ABOUT FOUR OR FIVE FAMILIES 
ALL SCATTERED OUT, THEY WERE SEVERAL MILES APART. 

"What were their names?" 

One was the Saelo? family, another was the Hermanson family, 

Alma King was a single lady, there was the Saudie family 

in Fair Oaks. Another family I forgot is.They 

came to the Bay area for awhile then they moved to Sacramento, 

"Was it big enough to have schools out there or did you have 

TO GO ELSEWHERE FOR SCHOOL?" 

We lived about a mile from the elementary school. My brother & I 

WALKED OR RODE OUR BIKES TO SCHOOL, THE HIGH SCHOOL WAS 
NEARBY SO THAT WAS WHERE THIS RANCH WAS, BETWEEN THE HIGH 
SCHOOL AND THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, THERE WERE NO CLUBS OR 
FUNCTIONS RIGHT THERE FOR THE FlNNS AT ALL. It WAS EITHER 

Rocklin or they had a little gathering of the Finns in 
Sacramento but not around the country where we lived, 

"Do you remember going to a Finn church as a child?" 

No, 

"Did you go to church at times?" 
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No, The folks, they just walked away from religiion, 

Although they would quote something religious, but my 

FOLKS GOT AWAY FROM THE CHURCH, I NEVER DID GO TO A FINN 
CHURCH AS A YOUNSTER, 

"What about organizations, if they didn't go to the Finn 

ORGANIZATIONS BECAUSE YOU SAID THERE NOT MANY THERE, DID 
THEY BELONG TO ANY AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS OR CLUBS OR 
LODGES OR ANYTHING?" 

NO, THEY DIDN'T REALLY JOIN, OH, MAYBE LIKE A GRANGE, A 
FARM, COMMUNITY TYPE, OR A KIND OF COMMUNITY CLUBHOUSE. 

But THEY DID KEEP IN CONTACT WITH THE FINN ORGANIZATIONS 

in Berkeley, this little group in Sacramento and in Rocklin, 

My dad belonged to the . years and years ago 

in Rocklin, 

"What about medical help, and so on.in the area? What could 

YOU COUNT ON FOR DOCTORS, HOSPITALS, NURSING CARE, DENTISTS?" 

Well, since we lived about three miles from Roseville, that 

WAS THE CLOSEST DOCTOR, RIGHT THERE IN ROSEVILLE, THEY HAD 
SEVERAL DOCTORS. EITHER THEY PHONE UP, OR THE FAMILY 
DOCTOR WOULD COME OUT OR THEY WOULD JUST DRIVE IN, EITHER 
WAY, 

"Was THERE EVER ANY SERIOUS ILLNESS?" 

Yes, my dad had ear problems and ligament problems in the 

KNEES AND SO FORTH. ALTHOUGH HE WAS A WIRY, TOUGH WORKER, 

HE HAD HIS HEALTH. PROBLEMS TOO, Mom, HER HEALTH WAS PRETTY, 
DOGGONE GOOD, 
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"Did your father belong to any temperance organizations?" 

Well, the.in Rocklin. 

"Did he practice his temperance?" 

Yeah, they weren't drinking people. Once in a while, if 

THERE WAS A GET-TOGETHER, DAD MIGHT HAVE A BEER, OR A GLASS 

OF WINE, WHAT WAS THE FINN WORD FOR THAT BEER . 

OR ONE OR THE OTHER, He WOULD MAKE IT HIMSELF, ONCE IN 
A WHILE BUT HE WAS NO DRUNKARD. He DIDN'T SMOKE, EITHER. 

Never did smoke. My folks never smoked, which shows, my 

BROTHER AND I DON'T SMOKE EITHER. 

"In your childhood, do you remember any Finnish get-togethers, 
etc,? Tell us about them." 

Not where we lived. Since they came from the Oakland area, 
Berkeley area, any big doings in Berkeley, we would make 
it a point to drive down in an old Model T or Model Aj it 

WOULD TAKE SEVERAL HOURS, GO DOWN AND STAY WITH FRIENDS OR 
RELATIVES, THEY HAD A BIG FUNCTION MAYBE AT THE FINN HALL, 

A PLAY OR A MUSICAL, A DANCE, MAYBE A BIG PICNIC, THERE WAS 

A BIG PICNIC DOWN THERE THEY CALLED IT EAST SHORE PARK OR 
SOMETHING EVERY SUMMER, PROBABLY THE . TIME, IN 

June there, they would have the big doings, I remember 

GOING DOWN THERE QUITE FAITHFULLY. If THERE WERE ANY. BIG DOINGS 

in Rocklin, at Finn Hall, whether it be a play or a dance, 

WHY, WE WOULD COME HERE. 

For the functions right near where we lived, was out as 
a Finn function, 
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"YOU WERE NOT A CHURCH-GOING FAMILY, DlD YOU CELEBRATE 
Christmas?" 

Yes, to a certain extent, 

"Would you describe your Christmas?" 

We had the tree, Santa Claus would bring presents that would be 

THERE IN THE MORNING, MOM WOULD MAKE LUTEFISK FOR THE FlNN 
CELEBRATION AND SANG A FEW OF THE FINN SONGS BUT THEY DIDN'T 

attend Finn Christmas services, as such, 

"But there was a celebration of the occasion?" 

Yes, they kept it as they did it in Finland, they didn't go 
to any church function, I don't recall doing it as a young 

BOY, ANY SPECIAL CHURCH FUNCTIONS, 

"What could you expect to get as a Christmas present?" 

The usual thing to wear, as such, 

"The home was not so that you had to do without at Christmas 
time?" 

Well, during the depression, in the early 1930' s, it was 
a little rough, didn't have much, In fact, one Christmas, 
dad made his own Christmas tree, A stick of wood, and some 
branches and drilled holes and built his owntree, Mom 
decorated it with the old candles, the popcorn strings 
and so forth. It was very simplified but gave us a homey 
atmosphere, a happy childhood, 
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"YOU WERE JUST EXPLAINING TO US THAT IT WAS A HAPPY HOME 
EVEN THOUGH THERE HAD BEEN TIMES WHEN THERE WAS NOT A LOT 
OF MONEY, SO YOU DIDN'T FEEL YOU WERE POOR?" 

Well, yes and no. During the depression my dad couldn't 

WORK SO I THINK WE WERE A LOT MORE FORTUNATE THAN SOME 
PEOPLE. WE HAD OUR RANCH THERE AND HAD OUR OWN COW AND 
HORSE AND ANIMALS, POULTRY AND WHATNOT, RAISED OUR OWN 
FOOD. WE HAD VEGETABLES, LOTS OF FRUIT TREES, MOM DID HER 
OWN CANNING, COOKING, So DURING THE DEPRESSION WE GOT BY 
PRETTY WELL, It WAS ROUGH AND TOUGH. 

"What about peddlers, the type of people who came to your 

PLACE TO SELL THINGS?" 

The ones I remember was the Watkins product man came around 

EVERY SO OFTEN. IN THAT PART OF THE COUNTRY WHERE WE LIVED 
MOST OF THE YEARS THERE WEREN'T ANY REAL VEGETABLE OR FRUIT 
PEDDLERS AS SUCH, USUALLY, ON SATURDAY WAS SHOPPING DAY, 

For many years, when dad worked in Sacramento, he worked a 

HALF DAY AT A LOT OF CONSTRUCTION JOBS AND THEN WOULD SPEND 
TIME DOING THE SHOPPING FOR THE WHOLE WEEK, PRACTICALLY. 

"HOW DID YOUR FATHER GET FORTH AND BACK? 

HOW DID HE GET FROM YOUR HOME TO SACRAMENTO?" 

He HAD A CAR. I DON'T REMEMBER WHEN BUT HE ALWAYS HAD TO 
ASK FOR A RIDE, He EITHER WALKED TO A CORNER AND BUM A 
RIDE OR HIKED, SO TO SPEAK, OR MAYBE KNEW SOME OTHER CONSTRUC¬ 
TION WORKER IN THAT AREA WHERE HE CAUGHT A RIDE, THEN HE 
FINALLY BOUGHT A CAR TO GO BACK AND FORTH TO WORK, In THE 
EARLY WINTER MORNINGS IT WOULD PRACTICALLY BE A FAMILY CHORE 
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TO GET OUT THAT CAR, GET IT STARTED AND WARMED UP, JACK 
UP THE REAR WHEEL OF A FORD, POOR HOT WATER IN THE CARB¬ 
URETOR, AND START CRANKING, It WAS REALLY A CHORE, 

"What year was that Ford car?" 

Let's see, we lived in Citrus Heights in the 1920's, it 
was probably the early twenties, model T, And then probably 
A MODEL A would be next, 

"What kind of games did you play? You had very few 
neighbors, probably," 

"There were only two of you," 

Well, yes, ... , how would you call it, games like that, 

brother and I, which is pool, We kept to the ranch. We 
didn't go playing around much. We weren't slaves but we 

HAD OUR CHORES TO DO, AFTER SCHOOL WE WOULD COME HOME, 

Livestock to feed, chickens or get eggs in the chicken 

COOP OR PICK FRUIT OR VEGETABLES, OR WHATEVER, AND WE KEPT 
BUSY, 

"Do YOU REMEMBER ANY OF THE GAMES YOU MADE UP?" 

No, NOT REALLY, THEY WERE JUST CHILDHOOD GAMES, OUT IN THE 
MUD, PROBABLY. 

"NOW THE WORK THAT YOU DID AROUND THE RANCH, WERE YOU PAID 
FOR THAT?" 

No, Just a family deal. 
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"What about your father? Now did World War I affect him 

IN ANY WAY, YOU WERE PROBABLY TOO YOUNG TO REMEMBER." 

World War I, that would be around 1917-18, along there, 

HE WORKED IN THE SHIPYARDS. 

"Has HE EVER PARTICIPATED IN POLITICS AT ALL, THE UNIONS?" 

No, HE DIDN'T PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS. He WAS QUITE AWARE 
AND KEPT UP ON THE INFORMATION, READING ABOUT IT AND WAS 
FOR THE WORKING MAN, 

"Did he belong to any organizations for betterment of the 

WORKING man's CONDITION?" 

No, I don't recall any. He did belong to the . 

I don't RECALL RIGHT NOW of ANY PARTICULAR, NO I DON'T, 

"What contact did your parents keep with Finland?" 

Oh, letter writing. They wrote faithfully back and forth 
at Christmas time and every once-in-a-while between times 
there would be a letter going to or from Finland. 

"Did they visit?" 

No, not until. I'd say, in the 1950 ' s , they made a trip to 
Finland for the first time. I don't recall the year, 1955 
or 1956, 

"Have you kept the contact with Finland going?" 
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The only way is with Christmas cards to several relatives, 
that's all, 

"Have you visited?" 


No. 


"HOW HAVE YOU KEPT YOUR FlNNISHNESS, BY JOINING CLUBS OR 
STUDY?" 

The only contact here in recent times, some of the Finnish 

PEOPLE FROM ClTRUS HEIGHTS, FAIROAKS, CARMICHAEL, FOLSOM, 
SURROUNDING AREAS REORGANIZED INTO WHAT YOU CALL FlNLANDIA 

Club of Sacramento Valley, Since quite a few Finns were 
coming from Finland and living in this area they spearheaded 

THE REORGANIZATION OF THE FINNS, AMERICAN FINNS, DESCENDENTS 
AND HALF-FlNNS INTO A CLUB, SO WE JOINED AND FINALLY, I 
WAS THE PRESIDENT FOR TWO YEARS OF THIS CLUB, SO THAT HAS 
BEEN OUR CONTACT, We HAVE REALLY ENJOYED IT, 
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"Would you please give us your full name?" 

Margaret Genevieve MackeySepponen. 

"Have you ever had any other names besides those?" 

Yes, Margaret Genevieve Lopsomen. My name, Lopsomen 
WAS MY dad's NAME, THE NAME MACKEY WAS MY STEPFATHER'S 
NAME, I WAS HIS) CHILD FROM AGE 4 ON, So I WENT BY THE 

name of Margaret Genevieve Mackey, 

"Mackey almost sounds Finnish," 

It wasn't Maki, he wanted it Mackey because he wanted so 

MUCH TO BE THOUGHT OF IN TERMS OF BEING AN ENGLISHMAN, 

But in Finland his name was something else and he picked 
up this name when he came to America. It didn't relate 
TO HIS NAME IN FINLAND AT.ALL, 

"Were both of your biological parents Finnish?" 

Yes, 

"Your stepfather was also Finnish, So you have grown up 
in a Finnish home," 

Yes, 

"Would you give us your mother's name?" 

. . , , , The last name was her maiden name. 

My dad's name was Victor.Lopsomen. 

"The full name of your stepfather?" 
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John Walter Getula, but when he came to this country 

HE CHANGED IT TO MACKEY AND THAT'S VERY INTERESTING, 

"DO YOU WISH TO TELL US MORE ABOUT IT?" 

Yes, The word Getula, translated means fox and we know 

THAT WHEN THE ENGLISH AND THE FINNISH BECAME 
SO MANY WORDS IN ENGLISH ENDED WITH I OR A WHEN THE FINNS 
SAID THEM SO THEY BEGAN SAYING, OH, FOXY INSTEAD OF GETULA 
WHICH IS THE TRANSLATION OF THE WORD GETULA. So HE DIDN'T 
WANT TO BE CALLED FOXY BECAUSE HE LEARNED THAT MEANT 
SNEAKY, So HE THOUGHT, I MUST ADOPT A NAME THAT WOULD BE 
UPLIFTING AND HAVE PEOPLE LOOK UP TO ME, AT LEAST HAVE 
THE FEELING OF UP AND UP, So HE THOUGHT OF MaKI, WHICH 
TRANSLATED, MEANS HILL, PEOPLE LOOK UP THE HILL BUT HE 
DIDN'T WANT IT TO BE SPELLED THE FINNISH WAY SO HE MADE 

it Mackey and he was John Walter Mackey from then on. 
Forgot the Getula entirely. 

"Do you know where these three,.people game from . , ,?" 
When you say three people, my mom , , . 

"Your mother and the two fathers?" 

They all came from the Helsinki area of Finland. 

"Did any of them know each other in Finland?" 

No, 

"Would you tell us how each one of them came to this 
country if you know?" 
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They all came by way of ship. The three of them came 
into the Canadian port. My dad and mother came at 

DIFFERENT TIMES BUT THEY ALL WENT DIRECTLY ACROSS CANADA 
TO THE WEST COAST IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, THEY DID NOT MEET, 
HOWEVER, UNTIL AFTER THEY HAD BEEN THERE SEVERAL YEARS. 

My stepdad came into Canada also. He very soon drifted 

DOWN INTO THE UNITED STATES. 

My REAL DAD STAYED IN CANADA. My MOTHER, AFTER DIVORCE, 

WHICH WAS AN UNHEARD-OF THING, LEFT CANADA AND CAME INTO 

Montana and then to Wyoming. Meantime, my stepdad had 

WANDERED ACROSS THE UNITED STATES FROM CANADA, BUT THEY 
HAPPENED TO MEET AT A FINN GATHERING, 

"Do YOU KNOW WHY THEY CAME ACROSS?" 

Yes, it was to come to a new life. There was some oppression 

A RELIGIOUS OPPRESSION SEEMED TO BE FROM THE BACKGROUND 
THINKING BUT PRIMARILY IT WAS A NEW WAY OF LIFE AND ALL 
THREE OF THEM WANTED ADVENTURE. 

"Did THEY KNOW ANYONE IN THE UNITED STATES WHEN THEY CAME 
HERE?" 

My MOTHER KNEW SEVERAL PEOPLE. In FACT, THEY WERE THE ONES 
WHO ARRANGED AND OFFERED TO HAVE THE MONEY TO COME TO THIS 
COUNTRY BUT SHE WOULDN'T ALLOW IT UNLESS SHE WOULD PAY IT 
ALL BACK, When SHE CAME TO THE FAMILY WHO HAD ALLOTED THE 
MONEY FOR THE CROSSING, SHE STAYED WITH THEM AWHILE. 

Then, she had to work hard to pay it back. She and my dad 

weren't .ABLE TO, SAVE TOO MUCH MONEY AND AFTER SHE GOT 
DIVORCED, THEN SHE WAS ABLE TO SAVE MORE MONEY TO GET IT 
PAID BACK, FINALLY. 
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"What kind of work did she do?" 


My MOM WAS, I THINK YOU CALL THEM ... . BESIDES 

COOKING, BOARDING HOUSES AND BEING JUST A GENERAL:JAN I TOR, 

"And WHAT ABOUT LITTLE BABY, MARGARET?" 

She took me wherever she went. She was a liberated person. 
I'm aware of that now. I kind of felt that when I was 
growing up. She bought a Chinese laundry with the help of 
several Finnish people who allowed her and me to live in 

THE BASEMENT OF ONE OF THE HOMES, VERY CHEAPLY. THEY WERE 
INTERESTED IN HER AND ME. So SHE WAS ABLE TO SWING THE 
PURCHASE OF A CHINESE LAUNDRY. THE AMAZING THING IS SHE WAS 
FRAIL AND SMALL. SHE LOOKED FRAIL AND SMALL BUT MOM WAS 
EVIDENTLY SISU, THAT HAD A PLAY IN IT BUT SHE WAS DETERMINED 
THAT SHE WAS GOING TO RUN A LAUNDRY. 

I REMEMBER THE IRON, WHICH SHE TOOK INTO MARRIAGE AND TO 
MY STEPDAD. I LEARNED TO IRON WHITE SHIRTS. It WAS A FULL 
FOURTEEN INCHES LONG AND IT WAS SO HEAVY MY SHOULDERS USED 
TO ACHE WHEN I DID THE IRONING. SOME OF THE IRONING WAS DONE 
FOR PAY, THAT'S HOW SHE EARNED SOME EXTRA MONEY WHILE SHE 
WAS MARRIED TO MY STEPDAD. 

"Did your mother have any help in the laundry?" 

It was a tentative kind. She would work all night if she 

HAD TO GET OUT THE WASH. SHE WOULD SLEEP IN THE LAUNDRY 

IF SHE HAD TO DO THAT. SHE NEVER PAID OUT BABYSITTING. 

I WAS WITH HER WHEREVER .SHE WENT, SHE HAD PEOPLE COME IN 
TO BRING FOOD, I REMEMBER THAT SHE WOULD HELP PEOPLE 

IN ONE WAY AND THEY WOULD HELP THE OTHER WAY BY BRINGING HER 

FOOD. As FAR AS THE PLEASURES OF LIFE, AT TIMES I THINK SHE 
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HAD TO BE VERY, VERY , . , AND REALLY WATCH HER PENNIES 
BUT MY MOM HAD A WAY OF ENJOYING PEOPLE AND ENJOYING HARD 
WORK AND ENJOYING WHAT SHE WAS DOING, I REMEMBER PEOPLE 
COMING IN AT THE RIGHT TIME WHEN YOU NEEDED, EVEN AFTER I 
HAD MY STEPFATHER, 

"What about the English language, did they know any English 

WHEN THEY CAME HERE?" 

None, When my dad came to Canada and my mother at different 

TIMES EACH OF THEM HAD EDUCATION IN FINLAND, My DAD WAS, 

AS I UNDERSTAND IT AND LEARNED 20 YEARS LATER WHEN I MET 
HIM AT THE LOOMIS LIBRARY, BOTH OF THEM REALLY KEPT AT THE 
BOOKS AND TRIED TO READ WHATEVER NEWSPARERS THEY COULD, 

both English and Finnish. They both taught themselves the 
English language, 

"Well, mostly about how they learned the English language," 
Besides reading the English newspapers and the catalogs 

WERE IMPORTANT. WE ORDERED SO MANY THINGS, WHEN MY MOTHER 
AND DAD MARRIED, THAT'S WHEN WE WENT INTO A TOTALLY DIFFERENT 
PICTURE WHICH WAS THE COAL MINING TOWN IN WYOMING AND THERE 
WAS VERY LITTLE OTHER THAN THE OCCASIONAL CATALOG, TO LEARN, 
UNTIL THEY STARTED INTO THE CITIZENSHIP BUSINESS AND THEY 
TOOK IT VERY SERIOUSLY, 

I didn't speak English myself till I went to school so my 

MOTHER, STEPFATHER AND I LEARNED TOGETHER, THE TEACHER, 

WHO WAS MY FIRST GRADE TEACHER AND ALSO THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, 
CAME TO THE HOUSE AND I SAT ON ON THE KNEE OR THE LAP OF 
EITHER ONE OF THOSE INDIVIDUALS, So I WAS LEARNING SIMUL¬ 
TANEOUSLY, AND EVENTUALLY CAUGHT ON SO QUICKLY THAT I WAS 
THEN TEACHING MOM AND DAD AS THEY TRAINED FOR CITIZENSHIP, 
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I BECAME A SCHOOL CHILD WITH ERNEST INTENTIONS, I WAS 
SO INTERESTED IN THE LANGUAGE, I TRIED TO KEEP UP THE 

Finnish language, Mom and dad did too but primarily, 

THEIRS WAS THE ATTITUDE THAT THEY WERE AMERICANS NOW 
IN A NEW LAND, THEY WOULD ADOPT THE LANGUAGE AND WE HAD 
TO BE GOOD CITIZENS, 

"Do YOU REMEMBER ANY FINNISH AT ALL? CAN YOU GIVE US A 

little Finnish?" 

Oh yes. The first thing that comes to mind is music, I 
think of music even now, That's part of my retirement, 

(She sings a song in Finnish), 

"What were you saying?" 

Come to our house. We're making hot bread fresh out of the 
oven, If you come alone, you will get some for sure, If 

YOU COME WITH OTHERS, EVEN MORE, 

(Sings another song in Finnish) It's about a bird. 

It found a turnip, dropped it on the road when the dumb 

VILLAGE BOY CAME ALONG AND PICKED IT UP, 

"We WANT TO COME BACK TO THE PRESENT TIME. I WANT TO ASK 
THIS QUESTION AND THEN I WILL COME BACK TO MORE OF IT LATER. 
Do YOU BELONG TO ANY FINNISH SINGING GROUP NOW?" 

No, NOT AS SUCH BUT MY HUSBAND AND I BELONG TO THE FlNLANDIA 

Club and they have a dance and singing group, I try to be 

A PART OF PROVIDING PROGRAMS FOR ENGLISH GROUPS IN WHICH WE 
BRING THE SINGING AND THE DANCING TO THEM, 

"Were there ever people in Wyoming that were Finnish?" 
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Where I was born there were some and several of them were 

ACTIVE IN POLITICS, I REMEMBER, PARTICULARLY THE FAMILY 
WITH WHOM MY MOTHER AND I LIVED, IN THEIR BASEMENT, 

HALOMEN HAD SEVERAL BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO LIVED . 

AND THEN THE COAL MINING CAMP ABOUT 30 MILES AWAY WHERE I 
WENT TO LIVE WITH MY MOM AND STEPDAD WHEN I WAS FOUR, So 

the Finns went from , , , . to Gebo, to Kirby, to surrounding 

AREAS FOLLOWING THE AGRICULTURAL PURSUITS WHEN THE MINES 
WEREN'T WORKING IN THE SUMMERTIME, PARTICULARLY WHEN 
DEPRESSION CAME OR STRIKING CLOSED THE MINES. 

So the Finns were not numerous in Thermopolis but they were 

NUMEROUS IN GEBO, THEY AND THE IRISH, SCOTCH, WALES PEOPLE 
WERE THE PREDOMINANT LABOR FORCE FOR THE COAL COMPANY IN GEBO, 

The coal company was owned by English people but in Gebo there 
was more celebrating of the Finnish holidays in mind, We used 

THE COMPANY COMMUNITY HALL FOR DIFFERENT SEASONAL EXPERIENCES 
THAT PERTAINED TO FINLAND BUT THE FINNISH PEOPLE, AT THE SAME 
TIME, REALLY PARTICIPATED IN THE ENGLISH HOLIDAYS. THEN, 

THE OTHER GROUP THAT MADE SUCH AN IMPORTANT ETHNIC PART OF 
THE HERITAGE WAS THE ONES WE CALL THE MoNTENEGRANS. PART 

Czechoslovakia, Their, custumes were so exciting, compared 

WITH OURS, VERY DIFFERENT BUT THEY DID IT WITH A VENGEANCE 
SO I WOULD CELEBRATE WITH ALL THOSE WHOSE LAST NAMES USUALLY 
ENDED WITH A 'viCH', 

I THINK, PROBABLY MORE THAN MOST OF THE FINNISH CHILDREN, 

I WAS JUST ENRAPTURED WITH THEIR HOLIDAYS AND THEN INVITED 
THEM TO OURS, THEY HAD LAVISH SPREADS AT THEIR CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS AND SUCH, FOR OUR CHRISTMAS, FOR INSTANCE, IN OUR 
HOMES WE WOULD PROCEED TO DO THINGS SUCH AS MELTING OF 
THE METAL, WHICH IS THEN POURED INTO THE WATER, 
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"Oh tell us more. We have some of that on some of the 

OTHER TAPES," 

We SAVED THE METAL AT TIMES THROUGHOUT THE YEAR AND KEPT THEM 
ON A SPECIAL SHELF,, I REMEMBER, WHEN THE OCCASION, OR THE 
CELEBRATING TIME CAME, IF THERE WERE SPECIAL DISHES, SPECIAL 
BOILERS THAT HAD TO BE RESERVED FOR THAT, NOTHING ELSE. THERE 
WAS SOME KIND OF RITUAL CONNECTED WITH PUTTING THE METAL INTO 
SOMETHING, I DON'T REMEMBER TOO MUCH ABOUT THAT. THE CHILDREN, 
OFTENTIMES, WERE SENT TO BEDROOMS TO STAY BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T 
WANT US TO GET BURNED. I GUESS THERE WERE ADULT THINGS ALSO, 
THAT WEREN'T SO MUCH PLEASURE FOR CHILDREN. 

I REMEMBER THAT THEY WOULD READ THOSE FORMS, SHAPES THAT CAME 
OUT WHEN THE POURED METAL WAS HARDENED INTO SUCH BEAUTIFUL 
SHAPES. I WAS REALLY THRILLED AT ALL THAT. 

"It WAS SORT OF A FORTUNE TELLING, AM I CORRECT ON THAT?" 

OH YES, THE FORM THAT IT TOOK, THE TIMING THAT IT TOOK, THE 
SHAPE; SOMETIMES IT WOULD PILE UP HIGH, THERE WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT SOUNDS FROM THE ADULTS. WHEN IT SPREAD OUT, SOME 
OTHER SOUNDS, COLORS, IT'S INTERESTING TRYING TO RECALL ALL 
THAT ON THE SPOT. THE FOODS WERE BOTH AMERICAN AND FINNISH, 

One thing that adults always really were strict about was 

OUR NOT TOUCHING WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN ALCOHOLIC DRINK, I 
REMEMBER ONCE I DID, I FELT LIKE I WAS IN , 

I JUST KIND OF SNEAKED INTO THE ROOM AND I THOUGHT OF HAVING 
FUN IN THAT BOWL SO I REMEMBER DOING IT AND FEELING IT, 

"What about church life then?" 

There was a very strong English speaking church and it 
didn't seem to be open to the other ethnic groups, Or else 

THE ETHNIC GROUPS DIDN'T FEEL THAT THEY WANTED TO PARTICIPATE, 
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I can't really say that. Mom and Dad chose not to go, 
However, Mom encouraged my relationship with one of the 
leaders in the church because Mom sensed that I needed it, 
Mom taught me Finnish hymns first, among the things that I 
recall now, They didn't go to church. Mom allowed me to 
go, 


"What church was that?" 

That was just called the Community Church, 

"I want to go back to the melting of the metal again 

AND THE FORTUNE TELLING, Do YOU REMEMBER ANY OF THE PEOPLE 
WHO WERE GIVEN A GOOD FORTUNE OR A BAD FORTUNE?" 

Oh yes, It seemed that people kept the ones that really 

SOUNDED ROSEY AND BEAUTIFUL. We WERE SUPPOSED TO SAVE THESE, 

They were supposed to be almost hallowed things, I remember, 
YOU didn't DESECRATE THEM BUT IT SEEMED THAT THE ONES THAT 
WEREN'T SUCH GOOD SOUNDING FORTUNES WERE THE ONES THAT THEY 
WOULD BE SULKING ABOUT, THEY WOULD KEEP THEM INTACT, 

"Who would 'read' the metal?" 

I REMEMBER ONE PERSON, LUDIA, LUDIA HAD A LOT TO TELL 
ABOUT IT, An ENTIRELY DIFFERENT ONE WAS HANA WOULD, SEEMED 
TO DRINK A LITTLE MORE, I GUESS THAT MADE HER FORTUNE TELLING 
MORE .... 

"Were both of these women?" 

Yes, 

"Did the men ever try to tell the fortune?" 
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It seemed to me that when the men did, it was usually to, 

I'm saying this without too much basis in fact, it seemed 

TO ME THAT THEY ACCEPTED THE WOMEN'S FORTUNE TELLING BUT 
THEY WOULD TAKE EXCEPTION TO IT. In OTHER WORDS, MAYBE 
IF APPLIED TO THEM OR THEIR WIFE OR FAMILY, THEY WOULD TAKE 
EXCEPTION TO IT, BUT MOSTLY IT SEEMED TO BE WOMEN. WOMEN 
IN REGARD TO THIS METAL POURING, MEN WERE BUSY WITH KEEPING 
THE FIRE GOING. 

"What about, was there anything like a sauma then?" 

ThERMOPOLIS HAD, FIRST OF ALL, IT IS STILL THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST HOT SPRINGS AREA. So THE FINNISH PEOPLE TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF THE HOT SPRINGS. BUT THERE WERE SAUNAS. 

Later, when mom married my stepdad and we went to Gebo, 

THE MAIN SAUNA WAS BEHIND OUR HOUSE. HOWEVER, IT BELONGED 
TO THE COOPERATIVE AND SEVERAL FAMILIES. BATHING AS A 
FAMILY WAS JUST TAKEN FOR GRANTED. BATHING AS FAMILIES, 
SEVERAL FAMILIES, IT WAS TAKEN FOR GRANTED. It WAS A 
PLACE WHERE OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS WANTED TO COME BUT SOMEHOW 

the Finnish didn't welcome them until sometime later, the 

USE OF THE SAUNA BY OTHER ETHNIC GROUPS. 

I THINK IT WAS PRIMARILY BECAUSE THEY WERE BEGINNING TO 
SENSE THE SHAME THAT CAME WITH BODY EXPOSURE, THINGS LIKE 

that. They didn't know if the other people would really 

UNDERSTAND, EVENTUALLY THE SAUNA IDEA SEEMED TO PETER OUT 
LIKE OTHER THINGS, 

"NOW YOU DIDN'T GO TO A FINNISH CHURCH. DlD YOU EVER GO 
TO ANY KIND OF FINNISH EDUCATIONAL SITUATION:?" 

No, Mom and Dad kept very close to the school, and especially 

MY MOTHER, ASSOCIATED WITH THE TEACHERS. 
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"Was she a teacher in Finland?" 


She was, yes, In fact, about the only thing she brought from 
Finland was books, She guarded those with her life, She 

WOULD TAKE THEM OUT OF THE BIG TRUNK THAT WE HAD WITH MOMENTOS 

in it, Those books were really a big part of my early education, 
That's where I learned to read the Finnish language, Of course, 
that's where your Finnish keeps improving without there being 
a lot of Finns around. The Finnish people didn't get together 
for many political things as such, They just followed the 
activities in the community, through magazines but they learned 

ABOUT POLITICS THROUGH UNIONIZATION MOSTLY BECAUSE I RECALL 

Finnish strike-breaking. I recall scabs, those words were a 

VERY EARLY PART OF MY LIFE AND DAD WAS A VERY STRONG UNION 

man, Most of the Finnish were. The one political thought 

THEY EXPLORED WAS INROADS OF COMMUNISM AND INTO THE POLITICAL 
THINKING OF FINLAND AND THEN AS IT WAS RELATED TO THE AMERICAN 

Finns, At first they were pro-communistic, if that's the 

RIGHT TERM, AND THEN THEIR DESIRE TO BE AMERICAN PREDOMINATED 
MORE ASCRIBED TO AMERICAN POLITICS. 

"Now, Wyoming was very early with the vote for women, Was 

YOUR MOTHER EVER INVOLVED IN ANY OF THAT, AS FAR AS YOU KNOW?" 

Oh, mom made sure that the Finnish women took that seriously, 

"In what way did she do that?" 

She wanted to make sure they voted when it was time, That was 
a hard thing to do for them, But she really prized the right 
to vote, She knew that it had happened in Finland when 
women's suffrage was the first in the. world, It was real 

HARD FOR HER TO HAVE THOSE VERY LIBERAL IDEAS BECAUSE 
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PREDOMINANTLY THE FINNISH WOMEN WERE NOT, WHAT WOULD YOU SAY, 
POLITICALLY ORIENTED SO SHE ALWAYS HAD TO KIND OF SOFT-SHOE 
HER FEELINGS, 

"IN THIS AREA OF WYOMING, WHAT ABOUT MEDICAL CARE AT THE 
TIME THAT YOU WERE GROWING UP?" 

Where I grew up in Gebo, it was owned by a coal company and 

THEY ESTABLISHED ALL OF THE MAIN LIFE OF THAT COMMUNITY; 
COMMUNITY HALL, THE POST OFFICE, THE COMMUNITY LAUNDRY, 
BUTCHER SHOP, STORE AND HOSPITAL, THE HOSPITAL STOOD ON 
THE HIGHEST HILL IN THE AREA AND ALL OF THE MEDICAL TREATMENT 
OF ANY MAUOR KIND WAS HANDLED THERE, SOMETIMES THE FINNISH 
PEOPLE WOULD SAY THAT YOU WERE BUTCHERED THERE, THEY DID NOT 
ASCRIBE TO MUCH OF THE CARE THERE, 

"They were well." 

They didn't have to have so much medical attention, At home 

WE HAD CASTER OIL, WATKINS LINAMENT, SOME KINDS OF SALVES, 

In fact, I went out very early and liked to sell SALVES, ■ 

"Was there a brand name to the salve?" 

It seems to me, something to do with clover, 

"The money that you made from selling the salve, was that 
yours to keep?" 

Yes, I FELT LIKE I HAD to give some to the folks and to the 
BROTHERS BUT EXTRA THINGS THAT I KNEW THEY couldn't AFFORD, 

I COULD GET, LIKE AN EXTRA LITTLE PENCIL BOX BECAUSE WE HAD 
TO BUY OUR OWN PENCIL BOXES AND PAPER FOR SCHOOL. THERE IS A 
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VERY DEAR SPOT IN MY HEART FOR MUSIC AND THAT CAME ABOUT 
BECAUSE I WANTED MUSIC LESSONS, I WANTED A PIANO AND THAT 
WAS ENTIRELY OUT OF THE PICTURE, So MY THIRD GRADE TEACHER, 
WHO WAS ALSO MY FOURTH GRADE TEACHER, SENSED THIS LOVE OF 
MUSIC AND SHE KNEW THE FINNISH PEOPLE LOVED MUSIC, THEY 
DANCED A LOT, SANG, AND WHAT HAVE YOU, SHE WOULD SEE TO 
IT THAT I GOT TO STAY AFTER SCHOOL TO HELP HER BECAUSE 
SHE KNEW I WOULD TINKLE THE PIANO AND TRY TO PLAY. 

The TIME CAME WHEN SHE ASKED "WOULD YOU LIKE LESSONS?" 

WE DON'T HAVE MONEY, "WOULD YOU LIKE LESSONS?" YES, 

We have no piano ;V "If you had a piano, would you like 
lessons?" Yes. All right, you have mom and dad come up 

AFTER WORK." SHE NAMED THE DAY. "AFTER YOU HAVE HAD DINNER 
AND DAD IS WASHED UP FROM THE MINE, HAVE THEM COME UP." 

So we did she was very dear. "You know, I don't have time 

TO DO MY LAUNDRY BECAUSE I TEACH SCHOOL, SUNDAY SCHOOL, 

Could you help me with my laundry. I need help very badly," 

So this was how it was worked out, She would prepare her 
laundry. I would go get it in warm weather in a little, red 

WAGON AND THEN I WOULD TAKE IT BACK HOME AND DAD WOULD, USE THE 
WASHBOARD UNTIL WE WERE ONE OF THE FIRST PEOPLE TO GET A 
WASHING MACHINE, MAMA SAW TO THAT. GATHER THE CLOTHES AND 
USE THE WASHBOARD. MAMA IRONED IT WITH A BIG IRON AND I 
WOULD SOMETIMES HELP HER. THEN I WOULD GET IT BACK TO 

Miss Lauton's house. That paid for mv lessons, 

In order to have practice, of course, I had to have a piano. 
Right then and there on the spot she said, "I have three 

KEYS AND ONE OF THEM IS FOR THE HOUSE. ONE IS FOR THE 
CHURCH AND ONE IS FOR THE SCHOOL. WHENEVER THE PIANOS ARE 
NOT BEING USED USE THIS KEY, SHE TRUSTED ME AND MY FOLKS 
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TRUSTED ME AND I GOT TO PRACTICE , , , , 

"HOW DID SHE KNOW THAT YOU HAD THIS SPECIAL LOVE, AND 
ALSO, SHE MUST HAVE RECOGNIZED YOUR ABILITY, HOW DID SHE 
RECOGNIZE THIS?" 

Because she knew my mom, that was important, She knew this 

OTHER LADY, An ENGLISH LADY WAS LIKE A BENEFACTRESS TO ME, 
WHO TOOK ME TO CHURCH AND THINGS LIKE THAT, SHE EVIDENTLY 
HEARD ME AS I PLAYED AND SANG AROUND, I DIDN'T HAVE A FINE 
VOICE BUT I JUST LOVED THINGS THAT WERE MUSICAL, SHE WAS 
A BEAUTIFUL PERSON, SHE ARRANGED FOR CHILDREN FROM FINNISH 
HOMES TO GET EXTRA LITTLE BOOKS, We WOULD SAVE PENNIES IN 
ORDER THAT WE MIGHT GET, HAVE INCENTIVE, SHE WOULD HAVE US 
SAVE COINS AND MAYBE 49 CENTS FOR A LITTLE BOOK, $1,49 FOR 

. BUT THEY WOULD BE AVAILABLE THROUGH A 

PERSON WHO PASSED THROUGH WITH BOOKS AND OTHER PAPERS AND 
NEWSPAPERS AND THINGS LIKE THAT, 

"Was she Finnish at all?" 

No, She took to the Finnish community, 


- 31 - 



